
 

WOW! What a conference we had! It was all great! From the start on Friday night 

with the “What’s New from World Headquarters” from our International Director Pam 
Christopher, through the book signing, and the talent show, what a way to start a 
conference. Of course you really had to be there to appreciate some of the “fancy 
footwork” on display.  
 

Then on to Saturday morning our parade of banners was uniquely done in chrono-
logical order with newest to oldest, followed by an inspiring acapella version of the 
National Anthem! Throughout the day we had several educational sessions, the 
Communication and Leadership Luncheon, and the District 77 author’s panel; all 
about learning, listening, and leading.  
 

We had a great Evaluation contest with Everage Thomas as the target speaker. (In 
case you don’t remember, Everage was the winner of last years International 
Speech Contest and represented District 77 at the Region 8 conference).  
 

Later in the day we had our District Council meeting where the leadership for next 
year was elected (announced elsewhere in the newsletter). Whew… the adrenalin 
gets flowing again just thinking about all this.  
 

Saturday night of course, the high point of the conference, was an exciting and busy 
time. We had a great Dinner, a key note speech from our International Director, the 
always exciting International Speech Contest, induction of the new District Leader-
ship, and we gave away lots of door prizes. 
 

Things slowed down on Sunday morning as we all had a hearty breakfast and 
shared our “thoughts from the conference”.  
 

Again, it was great! But all this was possible only because of you! To YOU who tire-
lessly worked behind the scenes in the planning, and coordinating phases, to YOU 
who diligently showed up to work at the conference, ensuring that all the planning 
came out “as planned”, to YOU who prepared and practiced for your performance 
(either in the talent show, speech contest, educational session, or panels), and last 
but not least… to YOU who came to absorb, learn, and get fired up so you could 
take it back home…. TO ALL OF YOU…A huge thanks from your District Trio! You 
all made it a success. 
 

Now, as we look at the month of June coming up... just remember, the year isn’t 
finished yet, there is still time to complete your goals before the closing of the books 
for 2009-2010 year.    
 

Remember… 

The Sky’s the Limit… and we can do it!  Together! 

Jeff Mason, DTM, District Governor.  
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JEFF MASON — District Governor 

The District’s Mission: enhance the performance and extend the network of clubs, thereby offering 

greater numbers of people the opportunity to benefit from the Toastmasters educational program by: 

*    Focusing on the critical success factors as specified by the district educational and membership goals. 

*    Ensuring that each club effectively fulfills its responsibilities to its members. 

*    Providing effective training and leadership development opportunities for club and district officers  

JEFF MASON — District Governor 
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BRYAN HOLT — Lieutenant Governor of Education and Training 

FINISH STRONG  

 

―Finish Strong‖  those are the words of wisdom of the National Championship winning/Alabama coach 

Nick Saban and that‘s my words to you. 

 

We had numerous campaigns for the District.  As we started the year, to meet our educational goals, 

we asked each club in the District to get one CC—―EACH ONE, GET ONE‖ and we asked each Division 

to get five AC—―FIVE  FOR FIVE‖ 

 

I am pleased to say we have met our goal for AC but we still need your help to meet our CC Educa-

tional Goal.  Thanks to those clubs which completed the goal one new CC.  We now need your help to 

achieve our CC goal.  Check with your members and see if you can complete an additional CC.  Ensure 

your members are giving manual speeches. 

 

While we want to have fun in our clubs, we need to ensure we are meeting the professional develop-

ment of our members. 

 

One of our primary responsibilities as Toastmasters is to be sure that the club members are getting 

what they need in order to develop and grow personally and professionally.  As we started our year, 

we stated there are several things needed to ensure were are developing our members and our clubs. 

  

Quality Toastmasters Training. Ensure members are using there Toastmasters Manuals and Tools in 

their personal and professional growth.  This not only ensures personal growth but club growth as 

well. 

 

Continue to Get Involved. Members need to know that they are a part of a world wide network, pro-

gram and organization. We must keep members informed and involved concerning effect5ive com-

munication and leadership,  speech contests, club meetings, officer training and more. 

 

Know you are not alone. We must remember that our members are the key to Toastmasters and you 

have vast resources and help at the Club, Area, Division and District level. 

 

So as we close out this Toastmaster year, District 77 needs your to help to ―Finish Strong‖ . Take ad-

vantage of your club,  your Area and  your Division. Achieve your personal goals and this will help your 

club and the District meet its goal. 

 

Lastly, as we finish the year, I would like to thank you for your outstanding support.  The year has 

been exciting and it is true that time flies when you are having fun!!  Thank you for your awesome sup-

port in our training, TLIs, Conferences and the club meetings 

 

Lt Governor, Education & Training 

District 77 
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SHARON JOHNSON — Lieutenant Governor of Marketing 

Contest Winners 

 

2 by 4 club building contest 

 

Winners from the 2 by 4 club building contest for Division and Area Governor.  Challenge for 

the Area Governors were to start one new club and for Division Governors to start two new 

clubs between 1 December 2009  and 31 March 2010. 

Winner of $25.00 TI gift certificate 

Area 16 Governor Joetta McCaig   for Toast of the Coast chartered   3-12-2010 
 

3 4 5 Membership Contest 
 

3 4 5 contest for clubs was held between 1 December 2009 and 31 April 2010. Challenge 

was to have at least 3 guests each month for 5 months. 

 

The club meeting the challenge and winning a  $50.00 gift certificate‖ 

Emerald Coast Toastmasters    

 

Secondary challenge - 3 guests for 3 of the 5 months winning a $25.00 TI gift certificate. 

HealthSouth Club  

 Hurlburt Toastmasters   

Etowah Oracle   

Magic City  

 

The club with the most guests for one meeting receiving a $25.00 TI gift certificate: 

Ellyson Park Toastmasters   with 31 guests  

 

The club with the most guests total receiving a $25.00 TI gift certificate: 

Ellyson Park Toastmasters   with 31 guests 

 

Several clubs participated but did not meet any of the previous criteria but submitted their 

guest sheets for entry into a random drawing.  There clubs were: 

 Bienville  

 Capital Toastmasters #4258    

 Data Center. . . . . . . . . . . .. . drawing winner receiving a $25.00 TI gift certificate. 

 Mobile Club      

 Speaking Easy     

 Vulcan Voices Toastmasters Club  
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SHARON JOHNSON — Lieutenant Governor of Marketing 

 

 

Dues are Due Contest Winners 

Treasurers were challenge to turn in club dues by 12 March 2010.  Winners are: 

 

Baldwin Day Breakers Club   4734  Jack Ardrey 

CAVHCS - West Club    8366  Shirley Boykin 

Coffee County Toastmasters Club  4945  Robert Akin 

Confidentially Speaking   1422738 April Paul 

Crestview Club    817348 Dianna Van Horn 

CPSI      1374922 Kacey Bradley 

Data Center Toastmasters Club  7864  Todd Benson 

Destin Toastmasters    724908 Jeff Robinson 

Downtown Club    2815  Joan Weldy 

Emerald Coast Club    1919  Leo Kernazhitskiy 

GED Toastmasters Club   925499 Kimberly Salinas 

Hattiesburg Toastmasters   3553  Jerry Holifield 

Healthsouth Toastmasters Club  1408286 Patricia Davis 

Hilltoppers Club    3232  Deborah Pettway 

Landrum Companies Toastmasters Club 663841 Kevin Holcombe 

Mentor Graphics    873049 Dave Kittinger 

Montgomery Toastmasters   1334  Glenn Dickerson 

Power Speakers Toastmasters Club  9309  Belinda Mobley 

Protective Pacesetters Club   3126  Theresa Cook 

Research Park Club    4838  Gerald Kolasch 

Saraland Toastmasters   1269945 Deborah Pettway 

Social Voices Toastmasters Club  1756  Carol Harris 

Talk of the Town Toastmasters Club 673826 Constance Hendricks 

Technology Park Toastmasters Club 3693  Sharon Johnson 

Toastmasters Of Cordova Club  1357  Walk Jones 

Vestavia Club     2974  Gwendolyn May 

Western Gate Toastmasters   4119  Brenda Spencer 

 

They will be receiving a packet of prizes in the mail 

THE SPEAK ER ’S VO IC E  
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SHARON JOHNSON — Lieutenant Governor of Marketing 

Critical IRS 990-N Deadline is May 15, 2010, for U.S. Clubs 

According to the IRS, any U.S. club that fails to file an e-Postcard may lose its non-

profit status with the IRS and have to re-file. Follow these steps to protect your club!   
More... 

 

Club treasurers are required to submit IRS 990-N form by May 15, 2010.  Treasurers who 

completed the task by 28 Feb received an extra door prize at the conference for their ef-

forts: 

 Angie Morris  Steelmasters 

Belinda Mobley, Power Speakers 

Bob Akin  Coffee County 

Bryan Whatley Mentor Graphics 

Carol Harris  Social Voices 

Caroline Want  Mason Dixon 

Darlene Dean  White Sands 

Dave Armstead Sitel 

Dee McCann  Spirirted speakers 

Dianna VanHorn Crestview 

Gerald Kolasch Reasearch Part 

Heather Obrien Lake DeFuniak 

Kimberly Salinas GED Toastmasters Club 

Lamar Cowart  CPSI 

Linda Hill  SpeechCrafters 

Linda Hill  RoundTable 

Melissa Jordan ALFA Econchati Club 

Pam Tehes  Hi-Noon 

Partricia Davis  HealthSouth 

Phil Selig  Vulcan Voices 

Richard Harvey Bay Way Toastmasters Club 

Sharon Johnson Technology Park 

Shirley Boykin-Wiley CAVHHCS West 

  Susan Kirkland Blue-Gray  

 

 

GET READY— for Single Sign-on     Web Site Update: – One ID, One Password!  

 

Starting 1 July, club and district officers will no longer need to remember multiple IDs and pass-

words to log in to the Toastmasters Web site. One personal ID and password will grant you access 

to what you need to accomplish online. To prepare, please make sure you‘ve registered a unique, 

personal e-mail address with World Headquarters. 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103361733779&s=400340&e=001afbNiGYYg_tB9lck1b-EYsbMnZtUcIqm5sabnGW8Rujrub7dEsG1gXElfdlu_ynO3sgQxNTclY0VDEjlveKcgq4k9QJqZqw-vBXvqazC__88iw31XnULOb_EnLkQ8c-KoWpBPWEmwdurYTgMDwNTaREkBKi_-LS05XzBklKsnp11HNsWI2we2S-Xkmm6MqK_
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103361733779&s=400340&e=001afbNiGYYg_tAMbpZfYlyLfwRUK0pSYsT2EFrodFYSOnO5Fn6hfIMw_uFvtkC8P8IP0C-ZsQvFJfxjIh5GUSLXlskebJzusZglDCCnbluJi0AnHl6XKCJUZxWipG801_N31Ps3rWqpIP3zqQ5G6ZVQzzzAxoSIoSryk-ysVMwYGmjjy5D5XLWtAehQyLG7Z2Z
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INTERNATIONAL Contest 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVALUATION Contest 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTEST WINNERS 

2nd Place - Bruce Jolly  

Emeraldcoast Club, 1919  

1st Place - Judith Kidd 

 Early Birds  Club, 6614 

3rd Place - Wayne Goode 

 SAIC Huntsville Toastmasters, 

1380024  

1st Place - Stan Boyd, Redstone 

Toastmasters, Huntsville,  1932 
2nd Place - Cedric Burden of Circle 

of Champions, 1325394  
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A Brand New Toast 
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TALENT SHOW Contest 

  

 

1ST - Stan Spillers 

 Circle of Champions, 1325394   

 

2nd - Marty Ladner 

 Capital, 4258  

Other AchievementsñCongratulations 

Talk Up Toastmasters Winners 
(gained new members) 

E 18 Hurlburt Club — 6 new members 

B 07 Magic City Toastmasters Club — 5 new members 

B 05 Tuscaloosa Club — 5 new members 

B 06 Protective Pacesetters Club — 8 new members 

E 17 Western Gate Toastmasters — 5 new members 

Toastmaster Ted Gaston of Power Speakers and wife, Cheryl 

Gaston,  have a new baby boy! 

                 Born 12 April: 
 
                 James Hyatt Gaston 
                 6 pounds 2 ounces 
                 19.5 inches long 

CONGRATULATIONS !!  



 

                Thank You Marty!  

Marty has been the unofficial pho-

tographer at all Conferences and 

Training. 

I credit him for most of the photos 

seen in newsletters, from events he 

captured, in his personal collection 

of photos. 
 

He has been unabashed unwavering 

and altruistic in capturing moments 

of members in action.  You may see 

him dodge around a table or slide 

across a floor or leap over chairs to 

capture those special moments.  

He‘s meticulous indeed.  
 

For this I Thank him greatly.   

Great kudos and grave Thanks to 

you Marty!  

June NewtonñDistrict PRO 

Martin Ladner, Capital Toastmasters 

 

 

She made history!!  

 

 

Determined and with a passion for achievement, this new Toast-

master, first-time conference attendee, had a fire for the 50/50 

drawing.  As the Rep, she set out, with a vengeance, to fulfill a 

$200.00 sale goal.  She was probably the most ‗wired up‘ person at 

the conference.  Geared up with an ostentatiously designed head-

band decorated with the most prominent antlers labeled ―50/50‖, 

she was ‗coming your way‘. 

 

After reaching her personal goal of $200.00 she then set an even 

higher goal, and why not she was on a role. 

Donna collected a whopping, $400.00  -  a landmark first for the 

District   -  SUPER! 

 

 

Donna Stapleton, Emerald Coast Club 

Area 19 
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CongratulationsñNext Yearõs Elected Officers 

District Trio: 
 
 
 
 
District Governor: Karen Threlkeld 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Lt Gov Ed & Training: Sharon Johnson   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lt Gov Marketing: Charles Lawler 
 

 

 

 

District Governors: 
 

Division A Governor: Shelia Province 
 

Division B Governor: Randy Cooper 
 

Division C Governor: Rose McCall 
 

Division D Governor: Deborah Pettway 
 

Division E Governor: Lois Johnson 

THE SPEAK ER ’S VO IC E  
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What's the ONE thing you like most about Toastmasters?  
from The Official Toastmasters International Members Group on Linkedin. . . .  

What is it that keeps you coming back meeting after meeting, month after month, year after year? Is it something 

obvious (such as "I get to practice speeches"), or is it something that's maybe not part of the advertised benefits?  

The diverse and talented people I come into contact with. I have learned so much from so many of them. They 

are never hesitant to share what they know and to help out their fellow Toastmasters. They are a lively, energetic 

group of people, which is the primary reason I keep coming back.  

 

I also enjoy always having yet another challenge....the learning never stops. 

Having a mentor and being one in return. Pays dividends. 

It's my lab. I get to experiment in a safe environment and get great feedback so I can improve. My club is very 

supportive, has many experienced members and has become a great learning environment for me in many ways. 

Aside from the personal growth benefits - its the community. A TM club, even if its not running perfectly, is a 

community of individuals with several characteristics in common: a desire for self-improvement, willingness to 

work to achieve it, and willingness to help others. 

Fun. 

Evolving myself. 

Meaningful, immediate feedback. 

This group in LinkedIn and the fact that it is an international organization with the possibility to visit other clubs 

anywhere in the world - unfortunately I am not happy with my club and may have to find another one. 

There are so many benefits but since you want just one, after 6 1/2 years as a Toastmaster, as a current District 

executive member, and as a member of 4 clubs (in 2 different districts) I have to say it's the friends. 

am able to express myself through word and action. There's nothing like a good story, but it becomes a great 

story when vocal variety and body language are part of it. My audience laughs with me and at me and I have the 

best time ever! 

Seeing the growth in my fellow Toastmasters - both as communicators and leaders - and being in a position to 

help foster that growth. 

Speaking of Toastmasters, I haven't been to a meeting in a while, shame on me. I know it will help me and need 

to get back there someday soon. Table Topics should bring back...although vey scary for me to get up there and 

speak, I find it the most useful because it pushed you outside of your comfort zone and makes you think on your 

feet. 

 

Nothing before Toastmasters made me see the value in myself. Because I keep coming back, I have grown to 

believe that value and am able to better give value to others. In doing so, I am paid back a thousand fold in my 

personal and professional growth. Everything in Toastmasters is all about paying it forward; giving to those you 

see reflected in little pieces of yourself. 

The opportunity to improve in something that I have a blast doing, and to develop an interest that I may turn into 

a career (public speaking). 

 

The opportunity to meet people. Toastmasters is a fantastic organization for networking. 

Toastmasters is like a diamond. There are so many facets, you can never uncover them all, that's why I come. 

Atmosphere. 

 

Personal and professional growth. (...and that I got to know the woman who would become my wife through 

spending time with her at Toastmasters events certainly doesn't hurt. <smile> ) 

This evening March 22, 2010, I went to my club ï Dubai Toastmasters club precisely 30 minutes before the 

meeting time and left precisely at 7:15pm when the meeting started ? I do that times when I have pressing en-

gagements.  

 

In the beginning I would visit to attempt project speeches and attend to my Excom role play. However I keep 

coming back to Toastmaster for one simple and profound reason.... meeting, sharing and engaging with friendly 

and creative professionals. After a strenuous day I find Toastmasters ambiance invigorating. 



PAGE 11 THE SPEAK ER ’S VO IC E  

Makes it all Worthwhile 
Joetta McCaig, Area Governor 17 

April 2010 

 

During an official visit to one of the clubs in my area, I was asked to evaluate a young man 

who was giving his tenth speech and earning his Competent Communicator Award.  Dur-

ing the evaluation I warned him that the evaluation would be a bit more forthright since he 

was now a CC.  Pointing out (in my opinion) what would make his good speech even bet-

ter, I noticed this person was open and eager to learn.  He commented that he enjoyed 

stretching to make a goal. 

 

After the visit, my inner wisdom produced the thought that he should be asked to repre-

sent the club in the Area Speech Contest.  The club had done an Evaluation Contest but 

no International Speech Contest.  Contact was made with the club president and the young 

man and with agreement among all parties he did indeed enter the Area Speech Contest.   

 

The evening of the Area Contest, this young man arrived early.  Since everything was intact 

to begin the contest we had a few minutes to chat.  He made the comment that òhe appre-

ciated the fact that I believed in himó.  It was truly a joy to present to him at the end of the 

evening the FIRST PLACE TROPHY for the International Speech Contest.  As I handed 

him the golden star award we exchanged a warm handshake.  The expression on his face 

was truly a delight. 

 

In addition to winning the approval of the five judges, he had brought to the contest a very 

nice couple. They said they thoroughly enjoyed the event.  They are good candidates for 

membership in the club.  The young man has been talking up Toastmasters to them. 

 

 I told the audience at the beginning of the contest, every person present that evening was a 

winner.  The guests in the audience learned more about Toastmasters.  The team of 

judges, counters, and timers honed their skills and practiced teamwork.   

 

This first place winner earned more than a trophy.  He displayed the best of the Toastmas-

ter goals, a willingness to accept suggestions, an eagerness to grow personally, and finally 

the desire to share a good thing with others. 

 

This experience for me made all my efforts as Area Governor worthwhile. 
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Congratulationsñ Educational Achievements, April  
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Award Member Name Club Name City 

ALB McCaig, David Gulf Breeze Toastmasters Gulf Breeze 

CC Smith, Mary H. CAVHCS - West Club Montgomery 

CL Johnson, Lois Landrum Companies Toastmasters Club Pensacola 

ALS Johnson, Sharon K. Emerald Coast Club Eglin Air Force Base 

DTM Johnson, Sharon K. Emerald Coast Club Eglin Air Force Base 

ALB Henderson, Donald B. Montgomery Toastmasters Montgomery 

ALB May, Gwendolyn Vestavia Club Birmingham 

ACG May, Gwendolyn Round Table Advance Toastmasters 
Club 

Birmingham 

ALB McCreary, Brenda Speak Saufley Toastmasters Club Pensacola 

ACS Jennings, Rebecca E. Magic City Toastmasters Club Birmingham 

ACG Bedgood, Lorenza M. Maxwell AFB Club Montgomery 

ACB Hendrick, Bart L. Redstone Club Huntsville 

CL Van Horn, Dianna Crestview Club Crestview 

ACG Antoine, Maggie K. CAVHCS East Toastmasters Club Tuskegee 

CL Johnson, Sharon K. Technology Park Toastmasters Club Ft Walton Beach 

CC Kerr, Marvin Ryan Montgomery Toastmasters Montgomery 

ALS Pettway, Deborah E. Saraland Toastmasters Saraland 

DTM Pettway, Deborah E. Saraland Toastmasters Saraland 

CC McConico, Nina CAVHCS - West Club Montgomery 

CL McConico, Nina CAVHCS - West Club Montgomery 

CL Myers, Patricia H. CAVHCS - West Club Montgomery 

CC Smith, Louis F. Power Speakers Toastmasters Club Birmingham 

CL Fredd, Susan Power Speakers Toastmasters Club Birmingham 

CC Talley, Anthony Data Center Toastmasters Club Birmingham 

CC Goode, Wayne SAIC Huntsville Toastmasters Huntsville 

ALS Morris, Debbie T. CAVHCS East Toastmasters Club Tuskegee 

LDREXC Johnson, Sharon K. Technology Park Toastmasters Club Ft Walton Beach 
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Ode To Joy 

 
 
 
4ÈÅ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÉÎÄÅÅÄ Á ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ 4ÏÁÓÔÍÁÓÔÅÒÓƦ 

talents and coordination and the joys of Windcreek which helped 

us relax and unwind in ways we never have before. 

 

For some, the Spa welcomed them with refreshing calming aromas 

of spices, herbs and fruits leaving them with new refreshment 

and vigor  - ÁÎÄ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ ÌÕÃËÙƛƚƚƚ ÐÒÅÔÔÙ ÔÏÅÓƚ   

Who is that guy???? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Make plans to attend the next District 77 Conference  
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